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OVERVIEW

• 2016 Election: GOP won big. 
• Senate: 52R/46D
• House: 241R/194D

• 2018 Election: House Dems take control.
• Senate: 53R/45D
• House: 235D/200R

• 2020 Election: _____________________?

• BREAKDOWN: Currently, 31 House Democrats sit in districts carried out by 
President Trump in 2016 and just three Republicans sit in districts carried by 
Hillary Clinton.



CKRC Political Outlook

Republican Incumbent
Democratic Incumbent
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GOP Senate Dem House

• Looking forward to the 2020 US Senate election, we have 
identified 12 battleground states.

• 8 GOP Incumbents and 4 Dem Incumbents.

• 3 open seats (Georgia via special, New Mexico, and Kansas).

• Colorado and Maine: GOP Incumbents elected in 2014, state 
went Blue in 2016.

• Michigan: Dem Incumbent elected in 2014, state went Red in 
2016. 

OVERVIEW - CONTINUED



KEY ISSUES

1. Suburban Voters

2. Union/Rust Belt Voters

3. GOP Retirements

4. Impeachment Angst



GOP Retirements

Source: Washington Post (2019)



• 53 House Seats (46D – 7R)*

• +7 D Flip 

• Voter Turnout ↓ from 42.2% 
in 2014 to 37.9%.

Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA-48) 

• Elected in 1998
• District was 1/25 Republican held districts that Hillary 

Clinton won in 2016
• Successfully re-elected in 2014 Midterms with 64.1% 

and 2016 with 58.3%  

Mimi Walters (R-CA-45)

• Elected in 2014
• District was 1/25 Republican held districts that Hillary 

Clinton won in 2016
• Successfully re-elected in 2016 with 58.6% 

Mike Levin (D-CA-49) ELECT

• Open seat after Republican incumbent since 2000, Rep. 
Darrell Issa retired

• District covers affluent portions of Orange and San Diego 
counties and went for Hillary in 2016

• Rep. Issa won reelection in 2016 by only 1,621 votes 

CALIFORNIA



• 12 House Seats (11D – 1R)*

• +4 D Flip 

• Voter Turnout ↑ from 35.8% 
in 2014 to 53.7%.

Jeff Van Drew (D-NJ-2)

• Previous New Jersey state senator
• Incumbent, Frank Lobiondo (R) retired
• In 2016, Trump won this district by 6.2 points
• Drew was elected in 2018 by 7.7 points

Andy Kim (D-NJ-3)

• Ran against two-term GOP incumbent and was elected 
by 1.3 points, a margin of around 4,000 votes 

• In 2016, Trump won this district by 6.2 points

Christopher Smith (R-NJ-4)

• Elected in 1980, defeating Democratic incumbent 61-37% 
• Re-elected in 2018 by 12.3 points
• In 2016, Trump won this district by 14.8 points and Smith 

won by 30.2.

NEW JERSEY



• 18 House Seats (9D – 9R)*

• +4 D Flip and +1 R Flip

• State was won narrowly by 
Trump in 2016

Susan Wild(D-PA-7) FLIPPED

• Elected with 53.4% of the vote
• Seat previously held by retired Rep. Charlie Dent

Scott Perry (R-PA-10)

• Elected in 2012 to previous District 4
• Old district voted for Trump 21+; New district +9
• Won in election in 2018 with a slight lead of 2.8 points
• Successfully re-elected in 2014 with 74.5% and in 2016 

with 66.1%  in partisan gerrymandered District 4. 

Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA-1)

• Elected to Congress after his brother Rep. Mike Fitzpatrick 
retired in 2016

• Won election in 2016 with 54.4% and in 2018 with a slight 
lead of 2.6 points at 51.3%

• Re-drawing of the map transformed the district from Trump 
to Clinton leaning

In Pennsylvania, the courts ruled the previous congressional maps as an act of partisan 
gerrymandering. The redrawn maps  were used in the 2018 election, distributing some 
incumbents in new districts. Trump won Pennsylvania by 0.7 points.

PENNSYLVANIA



• 36 House Seats (13D – 23R)*

• +2 D Flip 

• Voter Turnout ↑from 33.7% 
in 2014 to 52.7%.

*Projected with a possible +1 to R.

John Culberson (R-TX-7) FLIPPED

• Nine-term Republican incumbent first elected in 2000 
• Defeated by first time candidate Lizzie Fletcher with a 5 point 

trail
• District includes suburbs of Houston

Pete Olson (R-TX-22) – RETIRING IN 2020

• First elected in 2008, successfully won re-election with a 
5 point lead

• In 2014, Olson won reelection by a margin of +34 points
• District includes suburbs in metropolitan areas of 

Houston 

Pete Sessions (R-TX-32) FLIPPED

• Incumbent elected in 2002
• Defeated by former Obama administration official Colin 

Allred, falling behind 6.3 points 
• District includes suburbs of Dallas and went for Hillary Clinton 

in 2016

TEXAS



Growing Perception of Media Polarization

• The public views the media as more 
polarized than other companies

• Morning Consult survey:
• Over 3,700 brands
• Average of 13,419 respondents per 

brand
• Net-favorability correlates closely with 

view of Trump





Media Coverage of President Trump

Topics of Trump’s U.S. Coverage
(percent of news coverage)

Source: Harvard’s Shorenstein Center (2017)

Tone of President’s News Coverage during First 100 Days

Source: Harvard’s Shorenstein Center (2017)



CNN

Source: CNN (2019)



FOX News

Source: Fox News (2019)



Bifurcated Coverage

Tone of President Trump’s Coverage by News Outlet

Source: Harvard’s Shorenstein Center (2017)



Negative on All Counts

Tone of President Trump’s Coverage by Topic

Source: Harvard’s Shorenstein Center (2017)


